
Before watching

1) You will watch a video about 2 housemates. Discuss these questions.

a) What makes a good housemate?

b) Why do some people share their houses or �ats?

c) What are the advantages and disadvantages of sharing a �at or a house?

d) Have you ever rented a room in a house/�at? If so, was the experience positive or

negative?

2) This is Florence. She has a housemate. Describe the picture.

These questions may help you talk about the picture:

a) Can you describe Florence with 3 adjectives?

b) How does she feel?

c) What would you say to her?
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While watching

3) Watch the video. Underline the mistakes of each sentence and correct them.

a) Florence is 85 years old and she's partially sighted.

b) Alexandra had friends in London.

c) Florence wanted to share her house because she needed money.

d) Florence initially found the idea quite exciting.

e) Florence's children are married and live with her.

f ) In return for keeping an older person company, Alexandra didn't pay the �rst 3 rental

fees.

g) Alexandra sees Florence as a grandmother.

4) Match the vocabulary with its de�nitions 1-5. There is one extra de�nition.

a) Florence is partially sighted.    (          )

b) They live as part of a homeshare scheme. ( )

c) Florence believes we need companionship. ( )

d) She used to be bored to tears. (         )

1) extremely bored

2) an arrangement or strategy made by a government that matches an older person with

someone who needs a place to live

3) a person has partial vision, either in one or both eyes

4) having a romantic relationship with someone

5) having someone you know and like with you, rather than being on your own

5) Florence and Alexandra use �llers in the conversation. A �ller word is an apparently

meaningless word, phrase, or sound that marks a pause or hesitation in speech. Discourse

markers (or �llers) help the speaker to manage the conversation and mark when it changes.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CXdXm1lA9J8&t=7s
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/pt/dictionary/english/know
https://www.thoughtco.com/pause-speech-and-writing-1691492
https://www.thoughtco.com/speech-linguistics-1692121


5.1Watch the video again and listen to the 4 �ller words they say. Complete the sentences

below.

a) "_________________ on a completely practical level, it's been important for me as

somewhere, a way I can come to London."

b) "You don't know, are you going to fall, is something going to happen to you __________,

also, you're bored to tears."

c) "I would just call you a friend if someone asks me."

"__________ I wouldn't say oh I'm her homesharer."

d) "But other things that I got out of it that I wasn't expecting is, ________________, I have a

new friend."

5.2 Discuss the use of each �ller used by

Florence and Alexandra in the examples above.

E.g I mean was used to clarify what she has

said.

After watching

6) Tick the topics that were discussed in the video.
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7) Read some Facebook comments on the video. Do you agree or disagree with them?

Share your opinions with your partner. Make sure you listen to your partner's ideas, too.

8) Fill in the gaps with the information from the video.

a) I'm Florence, I'm 95 years old _____________________ and I have a housemate who's 27.

b) London's homeshare scheme matches an older person who's looking for

___________________ with a person in need of somewhere to live.
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c) You are bored to tears because you're used to leading an _____________  _____________

and suddenly there is nothing. My husband had died, I'm a ________________.

d) It's important to have somebody to talk to, instead of sitting here ___________________ at

____________   _____________.

9) Discuss these questions in pairs/ groups.

a) According to Alexandra, what are the bene�ts of sharing a �at with Florence?

b) Is the age gap between them a problem?

c) What are the drawbacks of renting a house for someone like Florence and Alexandra?

d) Do you think this homeshare scheme helps combat loneliness among the elderly?

e) What are other steps we can take to combat loneliness?

10) Imagine you are interested in renting a room at Florence's house in London. What kind of

conversation would you have with her? Imagine the conversation with her. You are going to say

your lines and Florence's lines. Be creative.

>> In pairs: Student A is renting a room in their house as part of London's homeshare scheme and

student B is looking for low-cost rent. Student B is interested in renting a room at Student's A's house. Act

out the dialogue.
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